
 

 

 
       

 

 
 

Residential Mastercourse for Singers & Pianists 
Saturday 16th – Sunday 23rd October 2021 

culminating in a concert on 

Saturday 22nd October as part of Oxford Lieder festival 
 

 

led by  
Joan Rodgers 

 
with guest tutors including 
Anna Tilbrook 
Jan Philip Schulze 
Julius Drake 

 

• Six days of intensive coaching with Joan Rodgers 

• Classes taking place at the Holywell Music Room and St 
Hilda’s College 

• Additional coaching from guest pianist tutors  

• Participants’ concert in the Jacqueline du Pré building, St Hilda’s College on final day 
of Festival, as part of the main schedule of Festival recitals 

• French language coaching session with Helen Abbott, Professor of Modern Languages, 
University of Birmingham 

• Ample practice facilities 

• Free access to all Festival concerts for the duration of the course  

• Inclusive of 8 nights’ accommodation in a central Oxford college and all meals  

• Generously subsidised course fees 
 
“The Mastercourse was easily the most inspiring and liberating musical experience I've had in my 
life. To be surrounded by such high calibre colleagues, learning with world-class tutors, and 
enjoying the beauty of Oxford was a dream come true.”  Mastercourse Participant, 2018 

  



 

About Oxford Lieder  
Oxford Lieder exists to champion song, that extraordinary coming together of words and music 
in performance that can be so powerful. Thousands of people are inspired annually by 
exceptional concerts, enlightening study events and wide-ranging opportunities for participation. 
October’s Oxford Lieder Festival is now in its 20th year and is firmly established as one of the 
most prestigious song festivals in Europe.  
 

Oxford Lieder Festival 
An astonishing array of artists will appear in more than 80 events, encompassing the great song 
cycles of Schubert and Schumann, the riches of fin-de-siècle Paris, the epic landscapes of 
Scandinavia, and the vibrant sphere of American song. World-leading singers appearing at the 
Festival include Ian Bostridge, Dame Sarah Connolly, Dietrich Henschel, Thomas Oliemans, 
Christoph Prégardien, Dorothea Röschmann, Carolyn Sampson, Anna Stéphany, Camilla Tilling, 
Robin Tritschler and Roderick Williams. The cream of the new generation includes BBC Cardiff 
Singer of the World 2017 Catriona Morison, Simon Bode, Stuart Jackson, Konstantin Krimmel, 
and Helen Charlston. 

 

The Mastercourse 
The Oxford Lieder Mastercourse is an integral part of the festival, 
reflecting Oxford Lieder’s commitment to cultivating the next 
generation of song performers. The course offers students the chance 
to immerse themselves completely in song, working with leading 
professionals in a welcoming, supportive environment, and attending 
concerts given by world-class artists. We are delighted to 
welcome internationally renowned soprano, Joan Rodgers to lead the 
Mastercourse. She will be joined by guest tutors Anna Tilbrook, Jan 
Philip Schulze, & Julius Drake.  
 

Teaching 
The course capacity is for eight duos (sixteen participants in total). Each day, duos will work with 
Joan Rodgers and will have at least four sessions with guest 
tutors. Most classes are open to the public. Oxford Lieder is 
committed to providing a platform for emerging artists, and a 
key part of the course is the showcase concert given by 
Mastercourse participants during the afternoon of Saturday 
22nd October. The concert will form part of the main Oxford 
Lieder Festival programme of recitals and will take part in the 
Jacqueline du Pré building in St Hilda’s College, Oxford. 
  

Schedule 
Participants should arrive in Oxford on Saturday 16th October for the pre-course welcome and 
dinner. This will be followed by attendance at the evening’s concert.  There will be no teaching 
on Sunday morning, and you will be free to rehearse, rest, or explore Oxford. Teaching will begin 
on Sunday afternoon and will continue all day Monday to Friday. Saturday morning will be 
devoted to rehearsals and preparation for the afternoon Mastercourse concert. Participants are 
then encouraged to attend the final concert of the Festival that evening, as well as the celebration 
afterwards. Departure will be after breakfast on Sunday 23rd October. 



 

Facilities and board & lodging 

Teaching will take place in St Hilda’s college and in the 
Holywell Music Room. In addition to the teaching spaces, 
students will have access to numerous practice rooms with 
pianos. Accommodation will be mainly in twin rooms, and bus 
passes will be provided if accommodation is not within 
walking distance. Meals will be on site during the day, and 
at Oxford restaurants in the evening. 

 

Course fees 
Due to extremely generous private and trust funding we are able to keep the entire cost of the 
course to £520 per participant. This includes all tuition and coaching, accommodation, food, and 
access to all concerts for the duration of the Mastercourse. 
 
A small number of partial bursaries are available in exceptional cases, and individuals are 
encouraged to contact Oxford Lieder when applying if they would like to be considered for these. 
 
The course fee does not include participants’ costs in travel to and from Oxford. Oxford Lieder will 
not pay a fee for the final concert at which all participants will be expected to perform. The concert 
may be recorded: any footage will be made available to participants. 

 
How to apply 
Singers and pianists must apply as duos. Although there is no age limit or other restriction, the 
course is primarily intended for performers at the beginning or early stages of professional 
careers. Pianists will not be selected to attend the course as part of more than one duo. 
 
Please send a completed application form along with the following: 

• Repertoire list (12-15 songs recommended) 

• .mp3 of three songs for voice & piano, performed with your duo partner 

• One-page CV for both members of the duo 

• Reference/s 
 

Repertoire 
Applicants are asked as part of their application to provide a draft list of repertoire they intend 
to bring to the course, though this may be amended closer to the time (in consultation with 
Oxford Lieder).  A minimum of 12 songs is advised. 
 
 

Applications must be received by 6th August 2021 
Please send your applications and address any queries to kate@oxfordlieder.co.uk 

 

kate@oxfordlieder.co.uk


 

Joan Rodgers 
 

Internationally renowned, Joan Rodgers is equally 
established in opera, concert, and as a recitalist. She 
has appeared in concert with conductors including 
Solti, Barenboim, Mehta, Harnoncourt, Mackerras, 
Ashkenazy, Salonen and Rattle and is a regular guest 
at the BBC Proms. Operatic engagements have 
included engagements at the Royal Opera House, 
English National Opera, Opera North and 
Glyndebourne in Britain, Paris, Munich, Brussels, 
Amsterdam and Vienna in Europe, and the 
Metropolitan Opera, New York. Joan Rodgers has 
also appeared in concert and recital throughout 
Europe and the USA including London, Paris, 
Vienna, Amsterdam, Moscow and New York. 
 

Joan Rodgers’ recordings include Mozart’s da Ponte 

trilogy with Daniel Barenboim and the Berlin 

Philharmonic, The Turn of the Screw (Virgin), solo 

discs of Tchaikovsky, Mozart and Wolf (Hyperion), 

The Creation (Philips), Rachmaninov songs with Howard Shelley (Chandos) and Shostakovich 

Seven Romances on Verses by Alexander Blok with the Beaux Arts Trio (Warner Classics) and 

most recently a recording of songs by Prokofiev, Mussorgsky, Shostakovich and Britten 

(Hyperion). 

 

Joan Rodgers received the Royal Philharmonic Society award as Singer of the Year for 1997, the 

1997 Evening Standard Award for outstanding performance in opera for her performance as The 

Governess in the Royal Opera's production of The Turn of the Screw and an Honorary Doctorate 

of Music from Liverpool University in July 2005.  She was awarded the CBE in the 2001 New Year’s 

Honours List. 

 
* * * * * 

 


